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LOT 350 — KALGOORLIE 
Grievance 

MS A.E. KENT (Kalgoorlie) [9.30 am]: I thank the Minister for Lands for taking my grievance this morning. 
I would like to discuss the development of a prime parcel of industrial land in Kalgoorlie–Boulder known as lot 350. 
It is a 214-hectare development-ready greenfield site, targeted at large value-add and emerging industries. The 
management of a strategic industrial area such as lot 350 would usually involve state government agencies providing 
project approval, with DevelopmentWA owning the land and negotiating and managing leases. However, in relation 
to lot 350, the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder took it upon itself to liaise and negotiate with a range of proponents for 
leases on the industrial land. This has caused delays, time restrictions and the loss of potential investors, including 
a main proponent outlaying half a million dollars based on misinformation provided to it. 
I need to give the house some context at this point. A business called EnergyOz contacted me in early April and 
Hon Kyle McGinn and I met with Patrick Baldock, the chief executive officer, on 13 April 2021. This meeting was 
a revelation. EnergyOz told us that the project to develop a gas-fired power generation facility in Kalgoorlie–Boulder 
was at an advanced stage with finance secured and memorandums of understanding with Western Power and mining 
companies for the power supply. The project just needed a lease agreement for land. In the company’s words, it 
was first promised the land on lot 350 in August last year. It was told by John Walker, chief executive officer of the 
City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder, that it would take just six weeks for the land to be available. EnergyOz was told that 
the city had control over the land and it was just a procedural matter to secure the amount of land it required. Based 
on this assurance, EnergyOz outlaid half a million dollars to get its project ready for commencement. Over the 
following five months, EnergyOz met with the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder on numerous occasions and was told 
repeatedly that approval was being delayed but that it was imminent. EnergyOz said that was unacceptable and asked 
whether it should go to the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage, DevelopmentWA and the Department of 
Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation. It was told unreservedly by CEO John Walker not to do so because he had 
it all in hand. 
However, by January 2021 things had started to unravel. The City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder told EnergyOz that the 
state government would not release the land. Despite being given assurances over a six-month period that things were 
proceeding, they clearly were not. Armed with this information and the continuing frustration with the run-around 
it had been given by the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder, EnergyOz met with key government departments in early 
March 2021. At this meeting it finally learnt that everything it had been told since August 2020 was wrong. It 
discovered that the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder could not commit to leases to any potential proponents because it 
did not have the authority to do so. Members can imagine how this news was received. Here we have a proponent, 
keen to invest in Kalgoorlie–Boulder and create hundreds of jobs during construction—a power station that will have 
the capacity to supply power to not only Western Power but also major mining companies. It had already invested 
much money and wasted 10 months being deliberately misled by the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder. By the time of my 
meeting with EnergyOz six weeks ago, Mr Baldock was understandably angry. He outlined to us what had occurred 
and discussed the project and the benefits it would have for Kalgoorlie–Boulder. 
During my election campaign, I was bombarded with negativity and blame, all designed to attack the state government 
and its perceived fault at not handing over the lease to the city. There were reports that the state government was 
dragging its heels and scaring off investors potentially worth up to $2 billion and even that the state government’s 
lack of approval for lot 350 would jeopardise expansion plans for KCGM. The city stated publicly that it was well 
advanced in its discussions with proponents and that it had been kept in limbo by the state government. I even had 
city councillors privatively and publicly chastise me for allowing the government to hold up development of lot 350. 
Consequently, the truth about the negotiations and who was experienced to bring development to this industrial land 
needed to become clear. I made a commitment in the lead-up to the election to get this project moving so we could 
get on with supporting new jobs and industries in Kalgoorlie. I have always said that unlocking key industrial land is 
critical to economic growth in Kalgoorlie and was dismayed to learn how misinformation has caused the key 
proponent to lose precious time and money. We are all aware that the situation is different now from 10 months ago. 
Staff and housing shortages have been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. All this could have been avoided. 
I am delighted to have worked with the McGowan government and the Minister for Lands over the past six weeks 
to cut through the barriers and get lot 350 moving. We owe it to Kalgoorlie–Boulder. We owe it to potential investors. 
We owe it to potential industries and we owe it to EnergyOz. Two days before the election in March, the Premier 
gave the undertaking that unlocking lot 350 would be a priority if elected. I seek the minister’s assurance to safeguard 
the economic benefits for Kalgoorlie–Boulder and mitigate the lengthy delays that have occurred. I ask that he 
give serious consideration to approving the lot 350 industrial land for development in Kalgoorlie–Boulder. 
DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Lands) [9.35 am]: I thank the member for Kalgoorlie for bringing this 
grievance to the house and I congratulate her and Hon Kyle McGinn, MLC, for their advocacy on this issue. It is 
important to give some background information and bring the member up to date with the current situation. 
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In 2017, the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder applied to the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage to lease 
Kalgoorlie lot 500 from the state in order for the city to enter into a sublease for the entire lot with Neometals Ltd 
for a lithium processing plant. That did not develop the way it should have. The city still wanted to look at how it 
could diversify the economy and support the development of downstream processing in Kalgoorlie–Boulder and 
it identified lot 350 as an area of interest. That resulted in the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation 
advising that Lynas Corporation Ltd had shown interest in the availability of tenure on lot 350 to support shared 
infrastructure for gas supply and access to lime supply for its rare earth processing facility. The Lynas project was 
granted lead agency status by the then Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade. The city approached the 
department in October 2018 and applied to convert lot 350 from a recreational reserve under management order 
to either leasehold or freehold tenure. Providing the city with leasehold tenure over a proportion of lot 350 would 
be the pragmatic approach to this situation, but to grant an additional leasehold for industrial development in areas 
around Kalgoorlie required further consideration for which the state was the best placed agency to deliver strategic 
outcomes. It was decided to await the findings of the Kalgoorlie industrial land capability assessment. This 
approach was not agreed to by the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder as it advised that it had at least eight other proponents 
urgently requiring land and it quickly mobilised the media. It is very interesting that of those eight proponents, 
I think we only ever received details of one of them. 
The mayor eventually requested a meeting with the then Minister for Lands. That meeting was held in January 2021 
at which the minister made it clear that strategic industrial developments are best undertaken by the state government, 
given the complex and strategic issues that need to be considered and the cost involved, which could potentially cripple 
the city. Of course, the member would have grave concerns about that because that would affect her constituents. 
Upon a statutory referral being sent to the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety for the release of 
lot 350, the Minister for Mines and Petroleum requested that the JTSI prepare a briefing for his consideration. In 
considering the three options presented to him under section 16(3) of the Mining Act 1978, he provided clearance 
on the basis that the land may be released as leasehold for lot 350. Basically, he said that the Minister for Mines 
and Petroleum provides approval pursuant to section 16(3) of the Mining Act for the leasehold of lot 350. 
In early 2020, the state government funded a study into opportunities and constraints for industrial development 
in and around Kalgoorlie–Boulder. It is interesting that in August 2020, without any reference to or approval from 
the state to deal with crown land, the city signed a heads of agreement, to which the state was not a party, with 
Eastern Goldfields Mining Company Pty Ltd. The agreement committed the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder to provide 
a sublease for a term of 21 plus 21 years over a portion of approximately five hectares of lot 350, in exchange for 
Eastern Goldfields relinquishing mining tenure over lot 500 to enable Lynas Corporation to commence development. 
Following the Minister for Mines and Petroleum’s section 16(3) approval, the Minister for Lands was then in 
a position to consider granting tenure over the portion of lot 350 that CKB had notionally allocated to Eastern Goldfields 
to enable Eastern Goldfields to gain tenure on lot 350. The city was not happy with the former Minister for Lands’ 
decision not to lease the whole of lot 350 to the city due to the claim that it had identified several proponents, but 
was still not providing the detail of these proponents. The former Minister for Lands undertook to reconvene the 
technical working group that resulted in a meeting on 9 February 2021, which was attended by the City of 
Kalgoorlie–Boulder. At that meeting, the city undertook to introduce prospective proponents to the Department of 
Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation. Obviously, it did not meet that commitment. 
Since becoming the member for Kalgoorlie, the member’s very strong advocacy on the strategic importance of 
this area has seen movement. We have now finalised the Kalgoorlie industrial land use study that has identified 
lot 350 as suitable for industrial development. The former Minister for Lands, on behalf of the state, had also approved 
it as a strategic industrial area. I know that the member has had to deal with what I consider to be some unusual 
and counterproductive activity and statements by the city, but I really am impressed that she has gone ahead with 
her advocacy in this area. I can assure the member that DevelopmentWA has ensured that lot 350 is to be used for 
industrial purposes. It has been set aside for that use, but the state has to drive it; we are in the best position to do so 
and that is what we are doing. We requested that the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder provide a list of the proponents. It 
failed to do that to the level of detail required, but after much advocacy by the member, it has finally provided us 
with a list of the proponents. Thank you very much, member for Kalgoorlie. 
The SPEAKER: The minister’s time has expired. I give the call to the member for North West Central. 
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